Practical demonstrations
During the first day, practical demonstrations were given of the apparatus and methods used by Pritchard (Cardiff), Dickinson (Leeds) , Forrester (Chester Beatty), Rawlins (Charing Cross) and Cercek (Manchester) . For the MEM test, these included the Zeiss cytopherometer and a new version of the Rank cytopherometer fitted with television and videotape unit. For the SCM test, the Perkin-Elmer Polarizing Spectrophotofluorimeter MPF-4 was used by Cercek and Cercek, and a simplified apparatus with direct printout of P values was also demonstrated (Mitchell, Charing Cross) , indicating that less expensive systems may be suitable.
Macrophage collection was demonstrated by Dickinson, but different practices in the participating laboratories, particularly in the use of liquid paraffin or Marcol 80 for the production of guineapig peritoneal macrophages, and the limited time available, prevented a satisfactory blind test on the blood specimens available in the MEM test. Two blood samples were run blind in the SCM test: these were correctly identified as " normal " and " abnormal 48 Myelin basic protein, cancer basic protein A session was then held on myelin basic protein and cancer basic protein, under the chairmanship of Professor N. A. Mitchison (U.C.L.). Rumsby (York) outlined the structure and chemistry of MBP, pointing out that it was advantageous to prepare myelin as a first step in its preparation. Similarities in its amino-acid sequences with histones were referred to by Rumsby and Johns (Chester Beatty). The historical and accidental events leading to the use of MBP were described by Caspary (Newcastle). In reply to Mitchell, Rumsby said he thought oc-helical structural changes occurred in MBP on isolation.
Dickinson described his studies on cancer basic protein (CBP) and suggested that this was an antigen crossreacting with MBP but produced by and characteristic of cancer cells. He also described the use of whole living cells and synthetic amino-acid sequences which were apparently active in the MEM test. In the discussion some doubts were expressed whether the methods employed were adequate to produce highly homogeneous peptides, and it was felt that both conventional immunological investigations and animal experimentation were required, to clarify whether these substances can be regarded as " antigens " in the tests described.
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